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decisions by a military occupation of the Duchies. Just at
this juncture King Frederick died (November 1863). Glucks-
burg succeeded to the Kingdom without question, and
announced that he intended to stand by his predecessor's
proclamation. But the Augustenburg who had renounced the
Duchies in 1852 had been succeeded by a son who refused to
be bound by that Act; and as he was German by race and
speech his candidature was warmly supported by the Diet
(which had not been a party to the Protocol of 1852), and by
public opinion throughout Germany.
Bismarck determined to fish in these troubled waters on
behalf of Prussia, even though in so doing he ran counter to
the Prussian King and people. Sentimental Pan-Germanism
made no appeal to him whatever; and the formation of the
Duchies into another little German principality to support
Austria in the Diet was not at all what he had in mind. His
sole aim and object was the aggrandisement of Prussia, and he
particularly had his eye on the port of Kiel. He worked on the
Emperor's dread of democracy by representing that the enthu-
siasm for Augustenburg was akin to the nationalist spirit which
had inspired the revolutions of 1848, and thus induced him
to join Prussia in declaring that the Protocol of 1852 must be
enforced. Prussian and Austrian armies were accordingly sent
to compel the King of Denmark to restore the independence
of the Duchies under his personal rule. The forces of there
two great Powers overcame the resistance of the little Danish
army, though with considerably more difficulty than had been
anticipated (February-April 1864).
At this stage Great Britain called a conference of the Powers
at which the Federal Diet as well as Prussia and Austria was
represented. Palmerston, in accordance with his predilection
for tweaking the noses of foreign potentates, wanted to back
up Denmark against her mighty adversaries; but he got no
support from Napoleon III, who was hampered by a war in
Mexico, or even from Queen Victoria, whose sympathies were
always pro-German, The Danish King, buoyed up by hopes